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A note from the editor

Azra Haqqgie

Assalam alaikum,

We hope all of you
are doing well alhum-
dulillah. Winter is about
over. Our region was
lucky to have been
spared much
wrath.

This issue of the
newsletter has some su-
per submissions:  Imam
AbdurRahman Yaki
submitted a great but
lengthy column con-
demning terrorism. It
was too long for us to
print in its entirety and |
have trimmed it to fit
the two pages. Apologies
to the imam.

Brother Kamran
Baig has submitted a
column about volunteer
positions foranon -
profit organization and
his contributions to the
ICCD board.

In our Serving the
Community column,
Sister Humera Khan
shares with us her nu-
merous contributions to
the Muslim community
and the greater Capital
Region community and
even the community
halfway around the
world. She is a regular

face at the ICCD, but
many of us do not know
how many committees
she is involved in.

We have comments
from the youth, who are

o flooking fortvard tdtlse

MCC. Also, Sister
Nagwa Kandeel has
written about the main-
tenance that will be re-
quired of the MCC. She
also raises some safety
issues.

We have the regular
announcements from the
Board of Trustees and
the community an-
nouncements.

Tariqg and Luisa Ni-
azi have shared with us
a letter that their older
son Kareem has written
to his younger brother
Fareed , advising him to
stay focused on his stud-
ies and aim high to get
good scores on exams.
We have edited and
published part of the let-
ter in this issue.

Instead of the usual
six advertisements, we
have only three in this
issue. A tax prep firm
has bought a huge ad-
vertisement (four ads
worth!) and we have two

regular ones. We genu-
inely appreciate local
businesses that have
advertised in the news-
letter and encourage
readers to patronize
them.

We hope you enjoy
this issue of the newslet-
ter.

Please send com-
ments and suggestions
to newslet-
ter@iccdny.org . Also, we
will consider any article
submitted by our read-
ers. Please contact a
member of the newslet-
ter team or e -mail us.

Happy Spring!
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Your ICCD Newsletter
team ,

Nagwa Kandeel, Azra
Haqgie, Samar Khan,
Najmeh Magsood, Nesrin
Morsy, Maliha Nazeer,
Sherif Mohamed, and
Monique Thomas
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|sLAM ...How the most peaceful religion is perceived violen

Imam: AbdurRahman Yaki

Part of the distinctive characteris-
tics of man is his ability to think and
to differentiate right from wrong,
good from evil, lawful from unlawful,
and to benefit from consequence. Al-
lah, in His infinite Mercy and Wisdom,
has sent messengers to all nations,
revealing to them books to serve as
guidance to mankind. " Then | will
come to them from before them and
behind them, from their right and
from their left, and you will not
find most of them as thankful
ones. They will not be dutiful to
you. " [Quraan 7:17]

Homeostatic or Change? The
most powerful tool in Shaytan's arse-
nal is his ability to divide and
conquer, and thus control the minds
of people. Humanity has
been divided into two camps,
namely, 1) The camp of
those who are born to lead
and 2) the camp of those to
be led. The former warns
and threatens whoever calls
for change or speaks out
against injustice. The latter
knows that the only thing in
life that is constant is change and
that change is necessary. Just as all
men are created equal, injustice can-
not vanquish over justice.

"When it is said to them, ‘come to

what Allah has sent down and to

the Messenger.' They reply, ‘The

faith we have inherited from our

fathers is sufficient for us.' Even

though their forefathers knew noth-

ing and were not guided? " [Quraan
5:04]

The above verse highlights the
dichotomy between the system of
Islam, which is a complete law of jus-
tice versus the system worshipped in

today's society, which is based on
envy, lust, greed, hate and venge-
ance. Change means giving up the
trappings of this world and moving
towards positive social morals and
values. When imprisoned and threat-
ened with death, Socrates said, " |
would say, you can please your-
selves whether you listen to Any-
tus or not, and whether you ac-
quit me or not. You know that |
am not going to alter my conduct,
not even if | have to die a hun-
dred deaths. That the difficulty is
not so much to escape death, the
real difficulty is to escape from
doing wrong. "
Justice can't be compro-
mised. What Quraan says about:
1. Kinship
"O you who believe! Stand
~,  outfirmly for justice, as
/‘ﬂ witnesses to Allah; even
\ though it is against your-
selves, or your parents, or
your kin, be it rich or poor,
Allah is a better Protector
to both (than you). So fol-
low not the lusts (of your
hearts), lest you avoid justice;
and if you distort your wit-
ness or refuse to give it, ver-
ily, Allah is Ever
Well -Acquainted with what
you do. " [Quraan 4:135]
2. Hostility
"O you who believe! Stand out
firmly for Allah as just
witnesses; and let not the en-
mity and hatred of others
make you avoid justice. Be
just; that is nearer to piety;
and fear Allah. Verily, Allah
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is Well -Acquainted with what
you do. " [Quraan 5:8]

Is Islam a tolerant religion? Mus-
lims and non -Muslims enjoyed full
security and respect during the
proper leadership of Islam; Jews or
Christians were not persecuted be-
cause of their faith. The story of the
son of "Amr bin Al -"Aas, the gover-
nor of Egypt during the leadership of
Umar, tells of a disagreement be-
tween a governor's son and a non -
Muslim, where Umar ruled in favor of
the non -Muslim and warned the gov-
ernor in his statement, " mataa
Ist'abadtumun Naasa wagad
waladat -hum Ummahaatuhum
ahraara ,"or" Since when have you
the right to enslave people
when they were born free? "

Today, we have become great
blamers, placing the blame for our
current situation on everyone but
ourselves. Throughout history, all re-
ligions have suffered persecution,
either by their own adherents or by
some fractional elements within soci-
ety. Islam is the middle course, not a
course of extremism. Abraham was
persecuted because of his beliefs and
later migrated to protect his life and
faith. Moses also suffered persecu-
tion under Pharaoh
and he also had to migrate for the
same reasons as Abraham. Jesus was
also no stranger to suffering and per-
secution from the tyrannical and cor-
rupt leadership of his days. But He
who sent them as Messengers also
saved all these Prophets.

The pre -Islamic society, just as
predominant society today, disap-
proved of Muslims. It is important to
note that before the 30th anniversary
of Islam, it was by law, unacceptable
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Continued

to fight, evenin self  -defense. Their
only weapons were encouraging
words, " Be patient, Allah is your
Guard, and He shall protect you.
Many lost their lives. Most, if not all,
lost their properties. In the 14th year
of Islam a commandment from Allah
was given, ordering the believers to
defend themselves and their freedom
to practice their faith. Allah said,
"Permission to fight (against disbe-
lievers) is given to those (believers)
who are fought against because
they have been wronged, and
surely, Allah is Able to give them
victory. Those who have been ex-
pelled from their homes unjustly
only because they said: "Our Lord is
Allah. For had it not been that Al-
lah checks one set of people by
means of another, monasteries,
churches, synagogues, and mosques,
wherein the name of Allah is men-
tioned much would surely have
been pulled down. Verily, Allah will
help those who help His (Cause).
Truly, Allah is All -Strong, All -
Mighty. " [Quraan 22:39 -40]
Islam teaches that all kinds of
transgression are abhorred and the
Mosaic Law of "an eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth" is allowed if for-
giveness is unattainable.
ness is always preferred. Similarly, if
defending one's life is called for, one
must do it in accordance to the teach-
ings of Islam and not seek the total
destruction of innocent lives and
properties. There have been occa-
sions when Allah has ordered His
Messengers to use the tools of war in
disciplining arrogant nations. In Sun-
nah, the conducts of war warn
against the destruction of women,

But forgive-

children and properties; only those
who fought against you, should be
fought against. There are those who
believe that violence will cure our ag-
ony. What those people must under-
stand is that in the state of the world
today, with disasters on the rise,
famine, war and petulance running
rampant, what the world needs are
healers and not executioners.

One of the problems facing soci-
ety today is the stigma of over -
generalization. Classifying good and
evil based on race, ethnicity or geo-
graphical location and sometimes
based on religion. The solution to this
is awareness. It is the duty of each
one of us to:

1. Use our minds wisely. "Are those
who know equal to those who
know not? It is only men of un-
derstanding who will remem-
ber." (Quaraan 39:9). Boston
University's Religion Department
Professor Stephen Prothero
writes, " Part of living in a
multi -religious society is
learning multiple religious
languages. "

2. Know that knowledge by itself is
meaningless until acted upon;
willingness to change our pre-
conceived thinking must be a
priority in our world of diversity.

3. Appreciate our diversity and
thereby, tolerate those differ-
ences within our humanity. As
Columbia University Professor
Herbert Hawkes taught, "  Half
the worry in the world is
caused by people trying to
make decisions before they
have sufficient knowledge on
which to base a decision. If a
man will devote his time in
securing knowledge in an im-

partial, objective way, his
worries will usually evapo-
rate in the light of knowl-
edge. "

4. Analyzing the scriptures and
learning Arabic are essential.
Someone who is not versed in
Arabic not familiar with rules of
Naasikh and Mansukh or “Aam
and Khaas can easily mislead
himself and others.

There are over 1,600,000,000
Muslims in the world today. However,
in most Muslim societies, the leader-
ship has programmed its citizens to
believe in an external locus of con-
trol. This, coupled with parents who
shirk their responsibilities at home,
allowing violence to be channeled into
the home via slanted media images
has all been instrumental in the ero-
sion of moral values. Until our lead-
ers, spiritual and political, are willing
to take their responsibilities seriously
and stop blaming others for our um-
matic problems and until parents seri-
ously resume their duties, our world
will continue to be a hostile and a
volatile place. We must all

1. Take time to learn sincerely
about one another.

2. Acknowledge our differences and
appreciate and tolerate our di-
versity.

3. Take our responsibilities seri-
ously at home and outside
home.

Quraan teaches us that Muslims
are to be the middlemost community,
encouraging moderation in every as-
pect of our lives, where extremism
has no part in the prophetic message
of Islam.

Imam Abdur-Rahman Yaki

Islamic Center of Capital District
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Serving in a Notfor-Profit Organization

Kamran Baig

Why do we agree to serve on a
non - profit board? Certainly not for
the pay, because there is none. Cer-
tainly not for the honor of the office,
for board members may be disliked
or distrusted by many community
members for the decisions they
might make. Perhaps it's because
we are interested in the institution
we want to represent. Sometimes
trustees come to a board annoyed
with past decisions. Other reasons
for serving on the board may include
civic duty or charitable service.

One thing is for certain, when a
board works well, it can accomplish
wonder ful things.
can create all sorts of havoc within
the community.

The success of a not  -for - profit
organization is measured neither by
votes nor by profits, but rather by
the achievement of its unique mis-
sion, whether in the field of social
service, professional development,
education, or religion.

Demands on a board member of
a non -profit organization continue to
mount. Meeting these demands re-
quires time and expertise, commit-
ment to shaping the direction of the
organization, and desire to protect
the interests of the people who sup-
port the organization and are served

by it.

Once an individual accepts a
position on a board, he or she has
inherently accepted certain funda-
mental responsibilities. The key re-
sponsibility of the board is to moni-
tor the organization on behalf of the
community members. Acting
through the board as a whole, a
board member:

9 Determines organization

goals and policies;

9 Ensures general well
the organization --
managerially, financially and
legally; . .
Eatilitab@veIBpthént and ¢
attainment of organizational
objectives by effectively ad-
vising and providing strategic
direction;

I Maximizes organizational re-
sources (money, time, exper-
tise)

9 Oversees financial manage-
ment of the organization and
participates in fund raising;
and

{ Serves as a link between the
organization and the people
who support it and are served
by it.

-being of

Whenﬂ

When an individual on the board
provides time and expertise, they
can gain skills in areas of:

9 Strategic thinking by

O Shaping strategic vision
and mission of the or-
ganization

O Developing innovative
solutions

I Obtaining results by

O Driving results

O Achieving consensus
based decisions

O Demonstrating initiative
and accountability

ICCD Newsletter

I Building relationships by

O Managing and resolving
conflict

O Influencing and negoti-
ating effectively

| was honored to be elected to
the ICCD Board of Trustees (BOT) to
serve a three -year term from 2008
through 2010. During this tenure
my primary focus has been to sup-
port the Muslim Community Center
construction committee in the devel-
opment, construction and financing
of the MCC. While my involvement
has been only for the last two years,
there are several individuals who
have spent several years developing
and bringing this project to fruition.
I am fortunate to be part of efforts
the results of which are evident in
the beautiful new building that has
taken shape over the last year.

The other area of focus during
my term has been to develop the
procedures and policies for the ICCD
to help institutionalize the organiza-
tion. Here, not much success has
been achieved. As | finish out my
term this year, | hope to, Inshallah,
apply more effort and produce re-
sults for the ICCD.

Kamran Baig
Member, ICCD BoT
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MCC Youth Club Anticipates Grand Opening!

Cherice Jones

The MCC Youth Club is anxiously
awaiting the opening of the MCC
building. Alhamdulillah, the MCC is
nearing the end of
its construction.
Students were
given a tour of the
building, and
learned of the new
activities and op-
portunities that
will be available
once it is finished.
People of all ages,
including the
youth, will be able
to use the facilities
such as the gym,
track, lounge, bas-
ketball court and
attend future events and activities.

A new program has been started
this year for the youth, led by Imam

Abdurrahman Yaki. This program is
very hands -on for its participants,
allowing discussions of various top-

ics, presentations
by the students
and trips to vari-
ous places. We
discuss topics and
issues pertaining
to the youth. For
example, our last
topic was the issue
of O6Right
Wrong. 6
considered right
according to Islam
and other cultures
and what is con-
sidered wrong.
Ambiguous cases

were addressed so that kids know
what is considered halal and haram
when they are faced with certain

What do | want to see in the MCC?
Comments by the Youth of Our Community

"I would really like
be a community area,
where adults and the youth have

an equal oppor- P
tunity to ex- (" (ﬁ
haust the ﬂ‘
space. With
that, | think

that a sepa-

rate lounging
area for men
and women
would be a good
idea.

| am really looking forward to just
have a newer and larger space to
use for community activities, such
as the new gym and the larger

for the MCC to

prayer space.
| think that there should be more
community service for the youth

to participate.

| believe that this is
necessary to be more
aware of the situation
around our commu-
nity, as well as to

make a good impres-
sion of the Muslim
community. Because
| participate in a ser-
vice activity almost every other
weekend, | would be more than

happy to offer and organize some
community service. In addition, |
think that there should be a pro-

decisions. The next topic that we will
be discussing is also an important
one which is 'purification.’

This program allows the youth to
be amongst their Muslim peers and
share their stories, problems and
ideas. The club starts just after
Dhuhr prayer at 1:30 and continues
to 3:30 every Saturday. The pro-
gram is designed for mainly high
school students and young adults. It
is a very open environment and we

anvitg all young Muslims to attend.
What is

Cherice Jones
Niskayuna

T

gram for the youth which is more
discussion -based. This kind of pro-
gram will let us discuss and en-
hance our knowledge of any issues
or questions we have."

& Ayesha Ropri

"l want a youth group that does
more activities as opposed to an
Arabic class.”
8 Waqqgas Tai

"l want more people to attend pro-
grams at the masjid, and more
experienced leaders for our pro-
grams."
0 Adeel Minhas
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Getting into College..a letter from the heart

Kareem Niazi

Every year the competition to
get accepted into
colleges and universities gets
fiercer. Even good SAT scores and
grades will not guarantee admission

in a top tier school.
SAT scores and
great grades
may do the trick.
You must aim for
everything on
your report card
to be 95 or
higher. There is
no point wasting
your time and
money applying
to good schools if
you do not have
at least this
much.

But straight AO8s
enough. You want to be in the top
10 percent of your class. How will
you do it?

The best way to do well is to be
organized. Do not rely on your
memory. Write every assignment
and due date down and check it
everyday. Aim to get a 95 or better
in every class. The preparation for
an exam starts as soon as you know
about it. Your last two years of high
school are the most important to
increase your efforts.

However, great

The other big factor in getting
t fhnt a goad schoohvdllde yiouwr PAT

score. To get admission into the

best schools you need to aim for a

perfect score. An 800 on all tests is
doable with hard
work and prepa-
ration. The key to
doing well on
these tests are
practice and fo-
cused
study. Taking 100

practice
testsis a
waste of
time if you
donodt
from your
mistakes.
You must
score at the
level you
desire before

ydu takeahe eal thingn o tif you are

scoring a 780 in math and the day

of the real test you do a little

poorer, say, 740, you still will have

a respectable score.  Butitis very

unlikely that you will get a 780 on

the test if you were used to getting

720. Always expect that you will

score a little under what you are

used to getting.  The real test day is

more stressful that taking the exam

in your room.

The third most important thing
is to have good AP scores. Colleges
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will use these scores to deter-
mine how well you can handle
a college class. Since an A at
one school is not equivalent to
an A at another school, SAT
scores and AP scores are a
way for the admission commit-
tee to evaluate your creden-
tials with kids across the coun-
try. AP exams are graded 1
through 5; 1 and 2 being a failing
grade, 3 being pass, and 4 and 5
higher passes. You need to aim for
a 5 on all your AP exams. Study

| efram areview book on your own

time to bolster your normal class
work. Do not expect your high
school to do a thorough job prepar-
ing you to do well on the AP ex-
ams. You need to study for them on
your own.
With excellent grades, SAT
scores and AP scores you will not
guarantee your acceptance into a
top school, but you will have greatly
improved your chances. The moti-
vation needs to come from within. If
your heart is not into what you are
doing then you will never give it
your all.
Kareem Niazi*
Clifton Park
*Kareem graduated from Dartmouth Col-
lege, N.H., in 2009 and will start at medi-
cal school later this year.




