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Assalam alaikum,  

Hajj mabroor to com-

munity hajis. May Allah 

enable all Muslims to ac-

complish   this pillar of Is-

lam. Ameen.  

There are varied contri-

butions from our commu-

nity members in this issue 

of the newsletter.  

Sister Nevine Ahmed 

Abdullah , of Albany, a 

graduate student at the 

college of Saint Rose, 

writes about the concept 

and significance of knowl-

edge in Islam, quoting from 

the Quran and Hadith.  

Brother Walid Ha-

wana , the new principal of 

AnNur Islamic School, 

writes about the role of the 

masjid in educating the 

community and the goals 

he has set for the school. 

He incorporates both tradi-

tional schooling and con-

temporary methods in his 

suggestions.  

We share a few points 

from a speech by the 

scholar Shaykh Abdullah 

Bin Bayyah  in California in 

1999 where he addressed 

Muslims and asked them to 

live in harmony with non -

Muslims in their adopted 

land. It was translated by 

Shaykh Humza Yusuf.  

In our Serving the 

Community col-

umn,  Brother Mohamad 

Edyk  writes about the cen-

sus and how it is important 

to be counted.   The Census 

Bureau approached him in 

summer to be one of   its 

partnership assis-

tants  to  promote 2010 Cen-

sus and encourage partici-

pation of  local Muslims . In 

addition to his job with the 

state, Br. Mohamed also 

works with students at the 

ICCD hifz program and 

many of us may remember 

him from Ramadan when 

he led the prayers 

and  beautifully recited 

verses of the Quran.  

Brother Saeed Sid-

diqui , ICCD outgoing 

treasurer, offers us sugges-

tions to improve the man-

agement of finances at our 

center.  Unfortunately, the 

column was too long to be 

published in its entirety. 

We were only able to print 

half of it.  Our apologies to 

Brother Saeed.  

We have community 

announcements and an-

nouncements about inter-

faith activities that the 

ICCD participated in.  

We welcome Brother 

Abdul - Rahman Yaki  as 

part - time imam at the 

ICCD. InshaAllah he will 

write the religion column in 

future issues.  

 We are most grateful 

to local businesses who 

have advertised in this is-

sue. We encourage readers 

to patronize them.  

We hope you enjoy this 

issue of the newsletter.  We 

welcome comments and 

suggestions. Also, if you 

would like to submit an ar-

ticle, please contact a 

member of the newsletter 

team or e -mail us at news-

letter@iccdny.org . 

Keep warm and try to stay 

healthy and active during 

winter.  

  

Your ICCD Newsletter 

team:  

Naghwa ElBially, Azra 

Haqqie, Samar Khan, Nes-

rin Morsy, Maliha Nazeer, 

Najmeh Maqsood, Sherif 

Mohamed, and Monique 

Thomas.  
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Knowledge in Islam 
Nevine Ahmed Abdullah 

Islam is the religion of knowl-

edge. The first verses of the Quran 

to be revealed enjoined reading 

which the key to knowledge is. Allah 

says in the Holy Qurôa: "Read! In 

the Name of your Lord Who has 

created (all that exists). He has 

created man from a clot (a piece of 

thick coagulated blood). Read! And 

your Lord is the Most Generous. 

Who has taught (the writing) by 

the pen. He has taught man that 

which he knew not " [al -óAlaq 96:1-

5]  

According to the Quran, the first 

teaching class for Adam started 

soon after his creation and Adam 

was taught 'all the Names'.  Allah 

created man and provided him with 

the tools for acquiring knowledge, 

namely; hearing, sight and wisdom.  

Allah says in the Holy Qurôan: "And 

Allah (Lord) has brought you 

out from the wombs of your 

mothers while you know noth-

ing. And He gave you hearing, 

sight, and hearts that you 

might give thanks (to 

Allâh) " [al -Nahl 16:78] Because 

of the importance of knowledge, 

Allah commanded His Messenger 

to seek more of it. Allah says: 

"And say: ôMy Lord! Increase me 

in knowledge " [Ta -Ha 20:114]  

Islam calls us to seek knowl-

edge. The Prophet (PBUH) made 

seeking knowledge an obligation 

upon every Muslim. He said that, 

"The scholars are the heirs of 

the Prophets and that the Proph-

ets did not leave behind dinars 

and dirhams (i.e., money), 

rather their inheritance was 

knowledge, so whoever acquires 

it has gained a great share ." The 

Prophet (PBUH) added that seeking 

knowledge is a way to Paradise. He 

(PBUH) said:  

"Whoever follows a path in the 

pursuit of knowledge, Allah will 

make a path to Paradise easy for 

him. " (Narrated by al -Bukhaari, Ki-

taab al -óIlm, 10) 

Islam calls us to learn all kinds 

of beneficial knowledge. Branches of 

knowledge vary in status, the high-

est of which is knowledge of 

shareeôah (Islamic Knowledge), then 

knowledge of medicine, then the 

other fields of knowledge.  

The best of all branches of 

knowledge are the sciences of 

shareeôah through which man comes 

to know his Lord, and his Prophet 

and religion. This is the knowledge 

with which Allah honored His Mes-

senger; He taught it to him so that 

he might teach it to mankind.  

Knowledge brings a great re-

ward. When the knowledgeable per-

son dies, his reward with Allah does 

not cease when he dies, rather it 

continues to increase so long as 

people benefit from his knowledge. 

The Prophet (PBUH) said: 

"When a man dies, all his 

deeds come to an end except 

for three ï an ongoing char-

ity, beneficial knowledge or a 

righteous son who will pray 

for him. " (Narrated by Muslim, 

1631)  

The first and most crucial obliga-

tion on us is to acquire knowl-

edge and secondly to practice 
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and preach this knowledge. No man 

becomes truly a Muslim without 

knowing the meaning of Islam, be-

cause he becomes a Muslim not 

through birth but through knowl-

edge. It is impossible for us to be a 

Muslim, and at the same time live in 

a state of ignorance. If we are 

blessed with the light of knowledge 

we will be able to see plainly the 

clear path of Islam at every step of 

our lives. Knowledge is followed and 

practiced with modesty and humility 

and leads to beauty and dignity, 

freedom and justice. The main pur-

pose of acquiring knowledge is to 

bring us closer to Allah and to live 

happily and peacefully. It is not sim-

ply for the satisfaction of the mind 

or the senses. Knowledge must be 

linked with values and goals.  

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

said: " The ink of the scholar is 

more holy than the blood of the 

martyr ". Among men those who are 

granted wisdom are indeed granted 

great good. To seek knowledge is a 

sacred duty; it is obligatory on every 

Muslim, male and female. The first 

word revealed of the Qurôan was 

"Iqra." READ! Seek knowledge! Edu-

cate yourselves! Be educated.  

The challenges of modern times 

call for rebuilding the structure of 

our educational program on such a 

foundation as to fulfill our spiritual 

as well as temporary obligations. 

Today we need an education system 

which can produce Muslim philoso-

pher, Muslim scientist, Muslim 

economist, Muslim jurist, Muslim 

statesman, in brief, Muslim experts 

in all fields of knowledge who would 

reconstruct the social order in accor-

dance with the tenets of Islam.  

The Muslims today are the most 

humiliated community in the world. 

And should they persist in following 

the same educational program as 

given today, they will not be able to 

recover themselves from moral and 

spiritual decadence. A person with-

out knowledge is like someone walk-

ing along a track in complete dark-

ness. Most likely his steps will wan-

der aside and he easily can be de-

ceived.  

Based on what mentioned above, we 

need to build Muslims generation 

that are well aware of the impor-

tance of knowledge and its applica-

tion.  

One of the purposes of acquiring 

knowledge is to gain the good of this 

world, not to destroy it through 

wastage, arrogance and in the reck-

less pursuit of higher standards of 

material comfort. Another purpose 

of knowledge is to spread freedom 

and dignity, truth and justice. It is 

not to gain power and dominance 

for its own sake.  

Obviously, what we may call the 

reservoir of knowledge is deep and 

profound. It is a vast and open field 

that is not limited. It is impossible 

for anyone to gain anything more 

than a fraction of what there is to 

know in the short span of oneôs life. 

We must therefore decide what is 

most important for us to know and 

how to go about acquiring this 

knowledge.  

Nevine A. Abdulla  

Graduate Student  

 College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY .  

Knowledge in Islam 
Continued 
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Islamic Schools and Muslim Communities 
Dr. Walid Hawana 

The Prophet (PBUH) commanded 

all Muslims to seek knowledge by 

reaching as far as they could and 

also to seek it at all times. The asso-

ciation of the mosque with education 

remains one of its main characteris-

tics throughout history. Later on, 

regular schools were built in order to 

provide formal education (religious 

and secular), and became an indis-

pensable appendage to the mosque.  

The first school connected with a 

mosque was set up at Medina, fol-

lowed by another one in Damascus. 

By the year 900, nearly every 

mosque had an elementary school 

for the education of both boys and 

girls who were taught how to write 

the ninety nine most beautiful 

names of Allah and simple verses 

from the Quran.   After mastering 

these, the students thoroughly stud-

ied the Quran. Then, they were 

taught arithmetic. Advanced studies 

were offered in Arabic grammar and 

poetry, logic, algebra, biology, his-

tory, and Islamic law. The advanced 

teaching often took place in schools, 

hospitals, observatories, and the 

homes of scholars.   Thus the 

mosque became a community center 

and a place of education, in addition 

to its main role as a place of wor-

ship.  It also served as a judicial 

court and a government center for 

making political and administrative 

decisions.    

Since worship in Islam is not an 

isolated act, but an integral part of 

one's whole life, the entire life of a 

Muslim must be based on a moral 

foundation and an ethical and moral 

standard that must be evident in 

every aspect of the daily existence 

of both the community and the indi-

vidual.  

Islamic schools were established 

separately when the colonial powers 

introduced their system of education 

to the Muslim world.  However, 

mosques still retained their central 

importance as institutions for educa-

tion. Grand mosques in Damascus, 

Baghdad, and Cairo became and 

remain famous as centers of learn-

ing. Their success in spreading 

knowledge is evident. All types of 

subjects were taught in the mosque 

and all academic interests were 

served; even circles of poetry recital 

were organized there.  

Today through the mosque, with 

patience, determination, and organi-

zation, we can educate our commu-

nity not just about faith, ethics, and 

religion, but also about health is-

sues, new practices and changes in 

our daily life, laws and regula-

tions.  We can prepare the teachers 

who will help raise and educate our 

children in regular schools.  

The goals of educating the com-

munity through the mosque are to 

help parents understand the unique-

ness of every child; to get children 

the intervention needed so that they 

can have the opportunity to reach 

their fullest potential; and to help 

families recognize the special needs 

of selected children. One way to ac-

complish these goals is to put on a 

monthly workshop in our local 

mosques where we conduct a com-

munity parents meeting.  

Can we revive the old role at all 

mosques today?   The answer is 

no, simply because there has 

been great development of 

educational materials, and sci-

entific approaches and practices 

that cannot be carried out in 

mosques. We need  scientific instru-

ments, literature, and modern li-

braries; we also need computer 

labs, science labs, gymnasium, and 

more classrooms. The methodology 

of teaching must be creative to ac-

commodate different students' abili-

ties. The schools attached to the 

mosques must assume this role and 

receive full community support and 

guidance in order to help create the 

future Muslim generations and lead-

ers. As much as we are proud of our 

mosques and their role, we must be 

proud of our Islamic schools role in 

creating a new image of Muslims in 

the world today.  

 Dr. Walid Hawana 

Principal  

AnNur Islamic School, Albany, NY   


