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Assalam alaikum. First, I am 
very sorry for the delay of 
our spring issue. I am to 
blame since personal time 
constraints left me unable to 
fulfill my responsibility to the 
newsletter on time. My 
apologies. 
 
A lot has happened in the 
three months since our pre-
vious issue of the newslet-
ter, including the election of 
Pres. Barack Obama. He 
has taken the helm of the 
country when it is drowning 
in problems and we pray to 
Allah that our new leader 
guide us favorably through 
the crises. Umair Khan, a 
third year law student at Al-
bany Law School, has 
obliged us by writing about 
the need for Muslims to par-
ticipate in the American 
election process.  
 
In our Serving the Commu-
nity column, Kareem Aggour 
shares with us the role the 
Islamic Speakers Bureau 
plays in molding the image 
and impression of Muslims.  
 
Instead of a column from 
one of the trustees of the 
ICCD board, we have given 

Samia Khafaga,  principal of 
the Weekend School, an 
opportunity to talk about the 
school and its programs. 
 
From this issue onward, we 
have decided to drop the 
Readers’ Response ques-
tion. We would hardly get 
any response unless we 
approached people  to sub-
mit their views. Instead, we 
are launching a  Q & A style 
interview of a regular atten-
dee at the ICCD. We are 
starting with  Mohamed 
Benghanem, who is at the 
ICCD  everyday. He also 
has some  great advice for 
the newsletter.  
 
We have submissions from 
the WES, announcements 
from the Board of Trustees 
and also the community an-
nouncements. 
 
Three big losses to the 
newsletter team: Zohra Ah-
med, a valued member of 
the newsletter team, has 
decided to step down citing 
personal reasons and health 
reasons. Our thanks and 
appreciation to her for her 
service. Sherif Mohamed 
and Nesrin Morsy are mov-

ing to Texas, where Sherif 
has taken a job with Exxon-
Mobil. Nesrin has graciously 
offered to continue with her 
share of the newsletter work 
and we will take her up on 
her offer. Their departure 
will be a loss not only to the 
newsletter, but to the entire 
community. 
 
Thanks to area businesses 
for advertising, specially to 
Ipek Construction for four 
ads in one issue. We en-
courage people to support 
the  businesses that adver-
tise with us. 
 
Your ICCD Newsletter team 
 
Zohra Ahmed, Azra Haqqie, 
Nesrin Morsy, Sherif Mo-
hamed, Maliha Nazeer and 
Samar Khan. 



“Whoever sends blessing upon 
me, Allah will send ten blessing upon 
him.” 
 
The birth of the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) is the great-
est day in human history. Qatadah Al-
Ansari (Allah be pleased with him) 
stated that the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) was asked 
about fasting on Monday and he re-
plied: “It is the day on which I was 
born and on which I received the Di-
vine Revelation.[1]” Commenting on 
this Hafidh Ibn Rajab (Allah be 
pleased with him) stated: “This hadith 
points out the desirability of fasting on 
days to remind one of the favors of 
Allah Most High that took place on 
that day. Thus, the greatest blessing 
of Allah upon His servants was the 
appearance of Muhammad (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) and 
him being sent to the as their Prophet 
and Messenger. 
 
Allah Most High says: 
 “Indeed, Allah favored the believers 
when He sent a Messenger from 
amongst themselves.” 
 
There is no doubt, that for the vast 
majority of Muslims, this day is a very 
special day. Ahmed Shawqi (Allah 
have mercy on him), attempting to 
express his happiness and joy for this 
day, was so over come by his love for 
the Prophet (Allah bless him and give 
him peace) that the following lines 
rushed from his mouth (Allah be 
pleased with him): 
 “Guidance was born and the universe 
was illuminated. 
The mouth of that age smiled and 
magnified (Allah) 
“Don’t be sad nor fear.” 

It is easy, especially during these 
days, to become depressed and sad-
dened by the condition of Muslims the 
world over. However, let us take 
sometime and reflect upon what it 
means to be a follower of the Prophet 
(Allah bless him and give him peace). 
In the Qur’an Allah Most High calls 

upon the Prophet (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) in many different 
places: 
 “O Prophet,”  “O Messenger,” “O you 
wrapped in your mantle,” “O covered 
one.”However, if you look carefully 
you’ll never find: 
 “O Muhammad (Allah bless him and 
give him peace).” 
But, if you look at the case of the other 
Messengers and Prophets of Allah 
you’ll find something remarkable: 
 
 “And We said, ‘O Adam.” 
“Oh Dawood.” 
One may ask why has Allah Most 
High addressed the other Prophets 
and Messengers directly but not the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace)? The great Mufasir Muhamad 
Al-Ameen Shinqiti (Allah be pleased 
with him) stated that the Allah Most 
High did this to illustrate the status of 
the Prophet (Allah bless him and give 
him peace). Now imagine how lucky 

you are to be from the followers of the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace)! What does it mean to be from 
His (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) nation? And how lucky you are 
to say: “And I bear witness that Mu-
hammad (Allah bless him and give 
him peace) is the Messenger and 
Slave of Allah.”   

Glad tidings! Glad tidings! Glad 
tidings! 
 
Sometimes we feel far from the Pro-
phetic age and this is a great cause 
for sadness. It is disheartening to see 
many Muslim giving up, turning tail 
and drowning in depression and pes-
simism. However, our relation with the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) is alive and well. In fact, we, in 
many ways, are lucky for our relation 
with the Prophet (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) can only be called 
special. 
 
The Prophet (Allah bless him and give 
him peace) said: “Glad tidings for the 
one who saw me (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) and believed in me. 
And glad tidings to the one who didn’t 
see me, yet believed in me.” However, 
in other narrations of the same hadith 
we find that our beloved (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) said: “Glad 
tidings for the one who saw me (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) and 
believed in me. And glad tidings to the 
one who didn’t see me, yet believed in 
me. And glad tidings to the one who 
didn’t see me, yet believed in me. And 
glad tidings to the one who didn’t see 
me, yet believed in me. ���������
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 “Yet still, in another narration, we 
find “Glad tidings for the one who 
saw me (Allah bless him and give 
him peace) and believed in me. And 
glad tidings to the one who didn’t see 
me, yet believed in me. And glad 
tidings to the one who didn’t see me, 
yet believed in me. And glad tidings 
to the one who didn’t see me, yet 
believed in me. And glad tidings to 
the one who didn’t see me, yet be-
lieved in me. And glad tidings to the 
one who didn’t see me, yet believed 
in me. And glad tidings to the one 
who didn’t see me, yet believed in 
me. And glad tidings to the one who 
didn’t see me, yet believed in me. 
And glad tidings to the one who did-
n’t see me, yet believed in me.” It is 
well known amongst the scholars 
that the word, “Tuba” glad tidings 
means Paradise. In addition, it is well 
known that the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) would re-
peat things in order to show their 
importance. 
 
You’ll be with those you love 
 
Sometimes I close my eyes and ask 
myself: “What it would be like to look 
at the face of the Prophet (Allah 
bless him and give him peace), to 
walk with him (Allah bless him and 
give him peace), to talk with him 
(Allah bless him and give him peace) 
and to face his eyes, indeed pearls, 
and witness the intense glow of his 
countenance as it penetrates the 
deep dark caverns of my sin infested 
soul; illuminating it, bringing it 
warmth and comfort? Can you imag-
ine dear Muslim the Prophet’s radi-
ant face? Can you imagine the 
pleasure in seeing it? Can you imag-
ine the glow from it? 
 
Thus, although we are far away from 
the Prophet’s (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) time. We are still 

close to him (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) by our love. Indeed, 
our love for him (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) burns in the depths 
of our hearts a creates great anx-
iousness to see Him. 
 
Some lessons: 
 
1. The Mawlid is an important time to 
rekindle the love we have for the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give 
him peace). However, we should not 
engage in any actions, which violate 
our sacred law. For that reason Ibn 
Hajar (Allah be pleased with him) 
stated: “The legal status of the 
mawlid is that it is a bid’a, which has 
not been transmitted on the authority 
of one of the pious ancestors from 
the (first) three centuries. Despite 
this, it comprises both good things as 
well as the reverse. If one strives for 
good things in the practicing thereof 
and the opposite is evaded, it is a 
good innovation. If not, then not.” 
Thus, we should avoid mixing be-
tween genders and other acts which 
violate the nature of our sacred law. 
 
2. We should use these days to 
strengthen our will; removing depres-
sion and anxiety that we have for the 
Ummah. We should reflect on our 
lofty status and look towards working 
at improving our condition on all lev-
els. 
 
3. We should remember that our love 
for the Prophet (Allah bless him and 
give him peace) will be a means of 
our being with him (Allah be pleased 
with him) inshallah. 
 
4. We should reflect on the face of 
the Prophet (Allah bless him and 
give him peace). If he were to see 
the division amongst us that is tear-
ing us apart, would he smile? Let us 
practice mercy on issues where dif-

ferences are valid and avoid harsh 
words and work on what we agree 
according to our sacred law. 
 
5. We should, from this day forward, 
try our best to learn and practice a 
new Sunnah every month. As fami-
lies we can make competitions be-
tween ourselves; seeing who acted 
on the sunnah the most each month. 
As Imam Ahmed said, “For every 
Sunnah practiced an innovation is 
destroyed.” 
 
6. Spend these days in increased 
Salawat upon the Prophe (Allah 
bless him and give him peace), his 
family, companions and the believ-
ers. 
 
7. Start a seerah circle in one’s 
home, local MSA, or Masjid. 
 
8. Repent to Allah and renew our 
commitment to His Most High faith 
and our following of the Prophet 
(Allah bless him and give him 
peace). 
 
I ask Allah to bless all of you and join 
us with the Prophet (Allah bless him 
and give him peace) at his fount. 
 
Suhaib D. Webb 
 
With permission from Br. Suhaib 
Webb.  
For the complete article,  references 
and footnotes, please go to 
http://www.suhaibwebb.com. 

Reflections on the Birth of the Prophet  
continued 



Page 4 ICCD Newsletter 

Islamic Speakers Bureau of Albany, New York 
By Kareem Aggour 

The Islamic Speakers Bureau of Al-
bany, New York (ISB Albany) is a 
non-profit, educational organization 
founded in 2003 by members of our 
local Muslim community.  According 
to Terri Wank, the founding coordi-
nator of the ISB Albany, “the purpose 
of the ISB Albany is to provide accu-
rate and objective information about 
Islam and Muslims in a non-
proselytizing manner.”  Our strategy 
is to give tailored presentations by 
Muslims to a wide range of organiza-
tions, including schools, law enforce-
ment agencies, hospitals and com-
munity and faith-based organiza-
tions.  For example, in 2008 we pre-
sented at Niskayuna and 
Schenectady high 
schools, University at Albany, 
the Schenectady Police De-
partment, the Army Reserve 
Center in Schenectady, and 
the Agudat Achim synagogue, 
to name a few. 
 
Our educational programs at-
tempt to inform others about 
Islamic beliefs and practices, to 
correct misinformation about 
Islam, and act as a bridge between 
Muslims and Americans of other 
faiths.  We emphasize local activism 
and the importance of building hon-
est, open and long-term relation-
ships.  In recognition of our work with 
local schools, ISB Albany was the 
2006 recipient of the "Partners in 
Education Award" from the Capital 
District Council for the Social Stud-
ies. 
 
The ISB Albany is comprised of 

teachers, engineers, doctors, other 
professionals and homemakers. 
Each speaker has completed a 
screening and certification process, 
which requires each speaker to at-
tend a training session, purchase a 
speaker’s kit prepared by the Islamic 
Network Group (ING), practice  pub-
lic speaking skills and give a re-
hearsal presentation to the other ISB 
Albany members.  Each of our 
speakers must read and rigorously 
adhere to the First Amendment Cen-
ter Guidelines for speaking about 
religion and religious cultures in pub-
lic schools.  “This ensures our 
speakers do not violate the trust 

given to us by the schools and other 
organizations that invite us to 
speak,” according to speaker Derrick 
Jones. 
We currently have about 10 active 
speakers, and most of the time one 
speaker gives  a session.  We usu-
ally use a PowerPoint presentation, 
and only occasionally bring along 
any additional materials.  When we 
do it is usually a prayer rug and a 
jalabaya. 
 

Some members of the ISB Albany 
have also been certified by the US 
Department of Justice Community 
Relations Service to present a semi-
nar to law enforcement officials on 
Arab and Muslim Cultural Aware-
ness.  As part of the DOJ program, 
ISB Albany speakers have been in-
vited to give presentations across 
our state, including as far as Buffalo.  
Speaker Sofia Chaudhry comments 
that “the DOJ training has given us 
great opportunities to speak about 
Islam to law enforcement organiza-
tions including police departments, 
the Joint Terrorism Task Force and 
Border Patrol.” 

 
Speaker AbdurRahman Al-
Khalidy states, “We feel 
blessed to have the opportunity 
to help Muslims by presenting 
an accurate and honest portrait 
of Islam to our local commu-
nity.”  
 
If you would like more informa-
tion or would like to request a 
certified speaker or become 
one, please visit us on the Web 

at http://www.isbalbany.org/ or con-
tact us at speaker@isbalbany.org 
 
- Kareem S. Aggour, coordinator, 
ISB Albany 
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ICCD Weekend School 
An interview with the principal 

Samia Khafaga , principal of the 
ICCD Weekend School, spoke re-
cently with Azra Haqqie about the 
school. Below are excerpts: 
 
I have been principal of the Weekend 
School since April 2004. I applied for 
the position because I wanted Muslim 
children and youth to be in a better 
learning situation than previously. 
The WES is slowly improving. I want 
to do more.  
 
Students  
When I started as principal, there 
were 60 students enrolled at the 
WES. Currently,  the number of 
students is 184, a three-fold 
growth.  
Students start at four years of age. 
We offer nine classes:  pre-K 
through 7th grade. We suggest 
early enrollment, but we do get 
new students during the school 
year. 
 
Books and Tuition  
We use “I Love Islam” series of 
books by Islamic Book Founda-
tion.  They are nice books with illus-
trations, done in America, and written 
to attract children. 
Tuition per student is $165 in the first 
semester and $150 in the second 
semester. tuition assistance is avail-
able for students who qualify.  Books 
for one student for one year range 
from $12 for KG to $40 for higher 
grades.  
 

Teachers  
We currently have 11 and are hoping 

to hire 2 more.  
I try new ways to work with teachers, 
both individually and in groups. 
I also go into classrooms and demon-
strate. I hope some day to have train-
ing for the teachers.  
Regarding criteria for teachers, I 
make sure the teacher is educated 
and has good background of Islam. I 
like teachers who have background in 
education and experience of living in 
America so they can deal with stu-
dents growing up here. It is not easy, 
it is a struggle.  I feel Allah provides.  

 
Curriculum  
We teach mostly from textbooks. We 
concentrate on reading Qur'an, Is-
lamic studies and some Arabic. Feb-
ruary is salah review month, March is 
for Islamic trivia. We concentrate on 
salah and Islam. We have competi-
tions.  In March, we will have the 3rd 
annual Islamic trivia competition. This 
year we will open it to the parents. 
We generally have two groups---one 
team from younger and one from 
older  age group. Each student who 

wins advances in that group. Last 
year the younger ones were compet-
ing against the older ones. Winning 
team gets a cash prize and decides 
what to do with the money.  
 
Parent involvement  
Parent involvement is very poor. The 
number of  volunteers has gone 
down.  Volunteers can do a lot at the 
school, including help in breaks.  
We have parent-teacher meetings. 
We contact parents by e-mail and by 
Calling Post, an automated recorded 
service.  
Some parents don’t take Islamic 
weekend school seriously.  We sup-
ply kids with the most beneficial 
knowledge but some parents give it 
least priority. They bring the children 
late to school.  We get no respect.  
 
Importance of WES  
WES kids can represent Islam very 
well because they attend public 
schools and interact with other Ameri-
can kids every day.  I make sure that 
teachers are raised in America or 
have been here long enough to intro-
duce Islam to children in America. 
Here we try to teach Islam, not cul-
ture mixed with Islam as many of us 
were taught back home. That is why 
WES has the opportunity to inform 
America about Islam not Islamic cul-
ture from a Mideast country. I hope 
one day we can all be in the true 
spirit of Islam. 
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Meet Brother  Mohamed Benghanem 

Tell us about yourself: educational 
�background, family, and religious 
knowledge.  
 
I was born in Algeria. I memorized 
Quran and studied fiqh from the 
sheikh/mufti of the Grand Mosque of 
Constantine. Constantine is known 
as the Algerian Capital of Civilization 
and Ilm (knowledge). I was the imam 
and khatib at the high school masjid. 
Under the guidance of famous schol-
ars, I learned and then taught Islamic 
sciences. I arrived in America in June 
1980 to pursue doctoral studies at 
Iowa State University. I returned to 
Algeria after graduation in 1986. I 
was appointed to the University of 
Constantine, where I undertook sev-
eral teaching, research and leader-
ship positions. Following the annul-
ment of the parliamentary election in 
1992 (an election that the Islamists 
were poised to win) the security 
situation deteriorated and I was 
forced to leave Algeria.  I accepted a 
teaching position in Saudi Arabia, 
where I remained for three years. In 
1996, I moved to America with my 
wife, four daughters and two sons. 
We settled in the Capital District. 
 
How did you initially find the Mus-
lim community in this area com-
pared to Muslim communities 
elsewhere?  
 
The members of the ICCD are mostly 
professionals. They have different 
needs and expectations from the col-
lege crowd I’ve spent time with. Col-
lege students are readily available to 
attend activities, such as congrega-
tional prayers, lectures or sports. In 
Ames, Iowa, I was heavily involved 
with the Muslim community. I was a 
member of the Board of Trustees and 
as well as one of the imams at the 
Darul Arqum Mosque. The commu-

nity there was very active and close 
knit. I miss that sense of community. 
 
What do you see as the top qualifi-
cations for an imam for the ICCD?  
An imam’s top qualifications:  
 -A person of Quran, that means at 
least mastering its language. Assume 
the position as a mission, not as a 
job. 
 -Fully committed (around the clock) 
to the community. 
 -Open to the diverse Islamic schools 
of thought even if he prescribes to a 
particular methodology. 
 -Enough experience (age, family, 
etc.) to enable him to be  a leader of 
the community. 
 
What are the strengths of this 
community and how would you 
like it to improve?  
 
Our community is relatively large and 
possesses a lot of material re-
sources, Masha’a Allah. The youth in 
general have not been given the pri-
ority they deserve, especially young 
and teenage girls. My hope is that 
the opening of the MCC will address 
their needs and bring everyone in the 
community closer to the masjid.  
 
What advice would you give to a) 
the ICCD community in general 
and the youth in particular, and to 
b) the newsletter team?  
 
We, as a community, need to learn to 
lead by example to each other and to 
our youth. How could someone con-
nect to Islam (as a way of life) if he 
doesn’t visit the house of Allah, at 
least once a day? It’s not enough to 
just attend the Friday/Eid prayer. We 
commit to our jobs, business, gym 
and other things; can’t we commit a 
daily time to attend a jamaa at the 
Masjid? It brings my heart great joy 

to see a young child standing next to 
his father or mother for prayer at the 
Masjid. 
As for the youth, their success rests 
on socializing and supporting each 
other. This is the moment to acquire 
knowledge be it Islamic or something 
else. They should participate in all 
the work around the house and try to 
acquire different skills. Moreover 
minimize the time for the TV and 
internet and try to read, read, and 
read instead. 
For the Newsletter team, May Allah 
reward them for all their efforts. I sug-
gest that they add a regular column 
for each issue, where someone from 
the community can write about a city 
or area where he/she came from. 
This will allow us to connect on a 
more personal level. 
 
Anything you want to close with?  
     
I found out that the following ayahs 
and hadith could be a motto to all: 
-Surat Isra, ayah 36 “And never con-
cern thyself with anything of which 
thou hast no knowledge: Verily [thy] 
hearing and sight and heart-all of 
them-will be called to account for it [ 
on Judgment Day!].”  A lot of societal 
and relationship problems are cir-
cumvented if this ayah is understood 
and implemented.  
-Surat As-Saff, ayahs 2 and 3 “O you 
who have attained to faith! Why do 
you say one thing and do another? 
Most loathsome is it in the sight ���
God that you say what you do not 
do!”  The best daawah is to practice 
what we preach��
� Hadeeth: “The most beloved deed 
to Allah is that which is continuous 
even if it is little”. Sahih Muslim 
(1866- Kitab Salat Al Musasafereen 
wa Qasroha) and Sahih Bukhari 
(6541-6542-kitab Arraqayeq). 
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Empowerment 
By Umair Khan 

Empowerment.  Ultimately, that is 
how elections are defined, whether 
local, state, or national.  We had a 
transformational election this past 
November, but the question I pose to 
you is, how empowered do you 
feel?  For many in the Muslim com-
munity, this was the first time they 
voted.  In my own family, this 
was the first time my mother 
voted (both primary and gen-
eral).  My sister participated as 
a Women for Obama volun-
teer, calling women in Texas, 
reminding them to vote in the 
primary and participate in the 
caucus.  These are meaningful 
steps in the democratic proc-
ess but empowerment does 
not come without commitment 
and sacrifice.  As you read 
this, take account of what chal-
lenges and opportunities you 
see within your own commu-
nity. 
 
As Muslims, attaining empowerment 
is not an option, it is a part our faith.  
Our deen informs us of our duty to 
our neighbors, which extends more 
broadly to our communities.  Now is 
the time to galvanize the momentum 
from this election and organize with 
your neighbors—become active in 
the masjid, the PTA, other commu-
nity organizations, and yes, politi-
cally.  Oftentimes, while at home 
drinking chai, we focus solely on na-
tional and international issues.  How-
ever, you may be surprised to learn 
that most of the laws and regulations 
that control our daily lives are estab-
lished by people who sit on local 
boards and state officials.  Thus the 
old adage that all politics are local 

rings true to this day.  Candidates for 
various offices will start organizing 
their campaigns soon.  Learn about 
their positions and if you disagree, 
work to educate them.  If you believe 
in their efforts, then you should sup-
port them financially and volunteer in 
their campaigns.   

 
Additionally, it is imperative to be-
come involved in your local party 
structure, Democratic or Republi-
can.  Active involvement at the 
grassroots level, whether as a volun-
teer or an organizer will not only 
open doors to local office but also 
potential selection as delegates to 
the National Conventions.  In Au-
gust, when I attended the Democ-
ratic National Convention in Denver, 
I met dozens of Muslim delegates 
from across the country, many of 
whom became delegates through 
volunteering and committed partici-
pation in local party activities.   
 
Election Day 2008 marked a water-
shed moment in American history, 

where we not only elected an African 
American, but we elected a man 
named Barack Hussein Obama as 
our president.  I emphasize his entire 
name to instill the realization that in 
this nation in which Jim Crow lived 
strong, black churches were burned, 
and people were lynched just forty 

years ago, that any of you can 
excel in public service and yes, 
seek public office.   
 
In conclusion, the next two years 
will be especially difficult, as the 
nation recovers from a deep re-
cession, which many contend to 
be a depression.  However, in this 
adversity lies opportunity.  We are 
a community of tremendous tal-
ent, resources, and values; we 
lack nothing except patience and 
effort.  Take a moment to reflect 
and evaluate what you can do to 
turn our great potential into real-
ity.  Support one another, contrib-

ute your time and energy to enrich-
ing and improving the lives of those 
less fortunate.  In doing so, you will 
inshaAllah find true empowerment.  
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Across : 

1: The first pillar is ........, a declaration of faith.  

4: Jibril was an ..... who appeared to Muhammad.  

7: During Hajj Muslims visit Mount ...... where they 
stand before Allah.  

8: The name for a Muslim festival.  

10: The Muslim holy book.  

14: Muhammad's age when his mother died and the 
number of children he had with Khadijah.  

15: A ..... is a set of positions for Muslim prayers.  

17: Before praying Muslims ...., this is called wudu.  

18: During Ramadan Muslims do not ... during the 
hours of daylight.  

19: The name for the Muslim religion. 

Down:  

1: ..... means prayer five times a day.  

2: .... is pilgrimage to Makkah.  

3: Where is Muhammad buried ?  

5: .... means fasting.  

6: The third pillar of Islam is .....  

9: You may expect to find the greeting "Eid ......." 
inside a card sent at Eid-Ul-Fitr.  

11: A ...... is a Muslim place of worship.  

12: The Arabic name for God.  

13: The cube shaped shrine at Makkah is called the 
.....  

16: To make sure they have a clean place to pray 
Muslims often use prayer ....  

   

� 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � �

Crossword  Puzzle 

Did You Know? 

That Islam was spread to the northeast shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea through trading. By 
the ninth century, when many Mediterranean 
lands where either parts of Muslim land or un-
der Muslim administration, Muslims traded with 
neighboring nations mostly through port cities, 
but some  Muslim traders often ventured into 
non– Muslim lands and, subsequently, many 
natives became Muslims after years of trading 
experience with their Islamic  neighbors. Later, 
booming trade markets led Europeans from 
Florence, Venice, Pizza, Genoa and Catalonia 
towards the Muslim Middle East where many 
returned home as Muslims. 

To Submit or to offer suggestions for the 
Play & learn page please e mail 

newsletter@iccdny.org 
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Foodio's 

      

 336 Congress St., Troy, NY 12180  
Tel: 518-326-8100 

 

Zabiha Pakistani and American foods, in-
cluding sandwiches, deli, wings, burgers, 

biryani, seekh kabab, haleem, seafood and 
naan. 

 
Dine-in, carryout,  

delivery and catering available. 

Subway 
Nigham Sheikh 

President 

518-371-8785 

518-316-8785 

nigbeen@verizon.net 

Locations 

579 Troy-Schenectady Road, Latham NY 12110 

679 Troy-Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 12110 

154 S Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

3830 Main Street, Warrensburg, NY 12885 

General Contracting 

Roofing 

Masonry 

Painting 

Roll off Containers 

 

Additions & Remodeling 

Building & Repair 

Professional Chimney 

      

Operated by Brothers 

Havzi Ipek 

518-365-1612 

Hadi Ipek 

518-365-1611 

Sebahattin Ipek 

518-376-4735 

Z.Ipek& Sons, Inc. is the premier construction company in New York, providing general 
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Because of the switch to Daylight Saving Time is on 
March 8. Jummah khutbah schedule is : Khutbah will 
start at 1 p.m. and salat will start at 1:30 p.m.  
  
Prayer rug spaces  
 
We have crossed the 300 mark last month having re-
ceived donations for 310 spaces at $1,000 each. Our 
target is 667 spaces. We urge all community members to 
participate in this effort. 
 
MCC construction behind schedule  
 
When we signed the contract in June 2008, we were hop-
ing to finish construction in 300 days. The steel structure 
delayed us by over eight weeks. Our current estimate is 
to finish construction before end of July, just in time for 
Ramadan this year. 
 

Community meetings  
Saturday April 4 , MCC fundraising dinner at 5 p.m. 
 Saturday April 25 , monnthly community meeting at 5 
p.m.  
Saturday, May 16, monthly community 
meeting at 5 p.m.  
Saturday May 23, AnNur fundraising 
dinner at 5 p.m.  

Important dates:  

March 29 , Children of the Well. Inter-
faith storytelling program for children. Many youth from 
the ICCD will participate. 

April 14 , ARISE annual meeting and dinner at Crowne 
Plaza in Albany. $40 per person. Sign-up will be available 
at ICCD bulletin board. 
June 9 , Muslim-Catholic Dialogue 7-9pm at Thelma Lally 
school of Education at the College of Saint Rose in Al-
bany. Topic is "The Concept of Worship." 
 Contact Saeed Khan for details. 

MCC Expectation 
By ICCD Weekend School  

What do you expect from the MCC?  
  
Youssef El Asser 
I expect a larger prayer space so that in Salat ul-Jumuah 
everyone can fit in one room. There should be a large 
shoe area so everyone can fit their shoes 
and when everyone leaves there will not be a 
jam so everyone can get out faster, quicker 
and safer. 
  
Bushra 
I expect them to have a bigger praying space 
especially for women. Also there should be 
more activities for people to participate in. 
  
Shaber 
I think that the MCC should be a big place to pray. It 
should also have a basketball court or some kind of activ-
ity. 

  
Nadia 
Prayer mats with smooth texture, loads of room for 
prayers, weddings and other ceremonies. 

  
Sarah Katadeen 
A healthy and neat surrounding 
  
Lamya ElGaouni 
I expect that the MCC will provide a larger 
area for praying. The MCC will be a great 
place for weddings in the future and Islamic 
schools. I expect the MCC to be a great 

place to learn, pray and even enjoy yourself during Eid 
and other celebrations. 
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Corrections  
The country where Rustum Nyquist served as a Peace 
Corps volunteer was incorrect in the introduction in the 
previous issue. He served in Ethiopia. We regret the er-
ror. 
 

Passed the bar exam  
 
Naila Siddiqui, daughter of Suraiya 
and Sabir Siddiqui of Albany, has 
passed the New York State bar 
exam.  
May Allah guide you in your law practice. ameen. 
 

DEATH 
Farzana Hussain of Colonie passed away in December. 
Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi rajeeoon. 
 

HAJJ MABROOR  
 
Asma Arif and her brother Usman Arif of Loudonville. 
 

Ashraf and Rizwana Shahab of Colonie.  
 

Mohamed Zoser of Glenville.  
 
Mohsin Cheema of Woodstock.  
 
Juser and Rasheeda Rasani of Guilderland. 
 
Abdul Latif and Zaibunisa Vora ,parents, and Mohamed 
Naeem and Sabirah Vora, brother in law and sister of 
Farida Vora of Latham. 
 
Abdul and Sabira Ghauri and their son of Latham. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Yasir Hossain, son of Mr. and Mrs. Maqbool Hossain of 
Slingerlands, was married to Sarah Hashim Waris in Wis-
consin in December. 
May Allah bless the new couple with much happiness 
together. ameen. 

New baby  
 
•    Yossouf and Nilofer Mir of Loudonville are grandpar-
ents of Khalil Mir Nasrani, born Jan. 7 to Simi Mir and 
Paul Nasrani in New York City.  
 
•    Khalid and  Naseem Bhatti  of Loudon-
ville are grandparents of Yousuf Bhatti, 
born Feb. 8 to  Sabeen and Absar Bhatti 
of Albany. 
 
May Allah bless the babies with long, 
happy lives with iman. Ameen. 
 
 

Volunteers needed   
Committees are being formed for upkeep of the masjid 
and the library. We need 8 to 10 men and women for two 
to three hours a month to help organize items and books. 
Please call Maliha Nazeer, 477-8544, or Humera Khan, 
370-3849.  

 

Donations needed 

Several Iraqi refugee families are expected in the Capital 
Region shortly. To help them start a new life here, we 
request donations of basic  furniture (beds, mattresses, 
dressers, dining room furniture, clean sofa and couches), 
brand new blankets and comforters, cutlery, silverware 
and dinner sets. Also, please consider donating cars in 
good running condition for refugees. Monetary donations 
are welcome. Please make check out to ICCD and write 
"Iraqi refugees" in the memo line. Please contact Mus-
sarat Chaudhry, 372-1663. 

 
Share your news       
 
To contribute a community item, e-mail the announce-
ment to: newsletter@iccdny.org. 



�
�
The views expressed in the newsletter articles are 
those of the writers and are not necessarily 
shared by the ICCD board of trustees, members 
and/or the newsletter team.  
 
To submit community announcements or to offer 
suggestions and comments, please e-mail:  

newsletter@iccdny.org  

�

21 Lansing Road North 
Schenectady, NY 12304 
 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 
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Phone:518-370-2664 
 
Fax: 518-370-8646 
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QUR’AN 
“And among His signs is the  creation of the heavens 
and the earth and the variations in your languages 
and your colors; truly in that are signs for those who 
know.” 

 

HADEETH 
“ All Children of Adam are prone to (and do) make 
mistakes, but the best of those who do wrong are 
those who  constantly repent.” (Tirmithi and Ibn Ma-
jah) 

 

 

NOTABLE QUOTES 
 Eman is neither outer adornment nor mere hope. 
Eman is that which settles in the heart and is affirmed 
by how we act. Whoever speaks good but acts not 
righteously Allah throws his action back unto him, and 
whoever speaks good and acts righteously Allah 
raises up the action. This is because Allah the Most 
High-says: “To Him ascend all goodly words, and 
righteous actions raise it.” 

  -Al-Hassan Al– Basri 

Heart Talk 


