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Assalam alaikum. We hope 
everyone had a blessed 
Ramadan. The ICCD was 
full of life during the holy 
month and was packed for 
taraveeh as we were led by 
Imam Muhammad Al-
Hanooti. May the spirit of 
Ramadan continue within us. 
ameen.  
Hajj is around the corner and 
this issue has focused on 
the fifth pillar of Islam. 
Sister Hadeer Abou Al Na-
gah has written about the 
hajj experience and why 
every Muslim desires it. 
Originally from Egypt, Dr. Al 
Nagah was a Fulbright Visit-
ing Professor at SUNY Co-
bleskill from 2006-07 and 
was one of the original five 
contributors to the local Mus-
lim Women blog 
(http://blogs.timesunion.com/
muslimwomen/). She moved 
back to Egypt, then to Can-
ada, and is now teaching at 
Al Taibah University in 
Madinah.   
Mubeena Naeem, a local 
parent and mother of two 
daughters at AnNur School, 
shares her memories of hajj 
as a child, and Haider Ali 
Nazeer, a senior at RPI, 
writes about how well (or 
not) he has been able to 
continue with the spirit of hajj 

after two years. 
 
Brother Samir Salamah is 
the contributor of the Board 
of Trustees column this time. 
Among his responsibilities is 
that of the cemetery and he 
shares some details with us.  
In our "Serving the Commu-
nity" column, Rustum Ny-
quist writes about his experi-
ences as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Ethiopia. He 
shares with us how he was 
able to help halfway around 
the world. He also writes 
about the Muslims he met 
there.  
Our Readers' Response 
question regarding the plat-
form of presidential nomi-
nees brought in four re-
sponses, three with regard 
to President-Elect Barack 
Obama.  
 If you would like a question 
featured in a future newslet-
ter, please forward it to us.  

Zainab Chaudhry, who is 
spearheading the program to 
settle the Iraqi refugees ar-
riving in the Capital Region, 
shares her thoughts with us 
and reaches out to the local-
Muslim community to help 
their fellow Muslims.  
 
We have the community an-
nouncements and the Board 

of trustees announcements 
about events at the ICCD for 
the next three months.  
 
For the second issue in a 
row, there are no contribu-
tions from students at AnNur 
School, even though we had 
approached the teachers 
well in advance both times.  
The Weekend School stu-
dents have submitted short 
articles about how Eid is 
celebrated in their families. 
We would like both to partici-
pate in the newsletter on a 
regular basis. 
 
As always, our thanks to 
local business owners for 
advertising in the newsletter. 
We encourage our readers 
to patronize these busi-
nesses. 

If you have comments or 
suggestions, would like to 
contribute to the newsletter, 
or to submit a community 
announcement, please give 
Zohra Ahmed a call at 462-
3671 or e-mail: newslet-
ter@iccdny.org. 
 
Your ICCD Newsletter team: 
Zohra Ahmed, Azra Haqqie, 
Nesrin Morsy, Sherif Mo-
hamed and Maliha Nazeer.  

Community Announcements 9 

The Resettlement of Iraqi 11 
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"Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar" an-
nounced the minaret of the Holy 
Mosque at Medina, calling people 
for the Friday prayer. People of all 
colors, languages, ages are at-
tracted to the glorious masjed like a 
magnet. "It is a festival,” my six-
year-old Mawadah said. "Indeed, 
my dear,” I replied. To the millions 
who come each year, it is the festi-
val of their lives, a once in a lifetime 
experience that is wished for since 
their early years.  
We were swept in the crowd, barely 
made it to the façade and 
squeezed ourselves in-between a 
group of elderly Indian ladies. I 
could only understand one word of 
what they were saying: “Mashallah, 
mashallah” (it is Allah’s will), yet I 
could hear their hearts beating of 
joy, of blessing and of a dream that 
is finally coming true.  
Waves of ladies passed us, a Turk-
ish group with their beige uniforms, 
some Pakistanis with their colorful 
shalwar and kamees, Malaysians 
extremely quiet and peaceful, 
Saudis or gulf ladies fully draped in 
black, Moroccans with hands skill-
fully painted with henna, Bengalis, 
tall and thin Africans and of course 
the never hard to notice Egyptians. 
All are in a joyful yet pious and 
quiet parade, knowing exactly what 
they are doing: they are finally 
praying at the mosque of their be-
loved, dear prophet (prayers and 
peace be upon him).  
Al Hajj or the pilgrimage is what 
brought all these people here, start-
ing their historic trip with paying the 
due respect to the grave and the 
mosque of the prophet, and visit 

the noble city that embraced him 
and the whole faith for more than 
fourteen centuries.  
These ladies are fully aware of 
what awaits them, a trip that is 
longed for and desired by millions 
of Muslims. This trip is unique in 
many ways.  
First, because it completes one’s 
faith as it is the fifth pillar of Islam 
after announcing the declaration of 
faith: la ilaha ila Allah Muhamad 
Rasoul Allah, there is no god wor-
thy of worshiping except Allah and 
Mohammed is his messenger; es-
tablishing the prayers; zakat, pay-
ing the due alms; and fasting the 
month of Ramadan.  
Second,  the mere fact that it is 
only obligatory once in lifetime if the 
physical and financial means are 
available.  
Third, the fact that it has to be sin-
cerely intended prior to the plan-
ning of the trip and requires an in-
tention of not committing any sin 
upon the return from the trip for 
whatever time remains in the per-
son’s life. Such determination defi-
nitely promotes the Muslim to re-
new his faith and change his life. 
Fourth, the solid and heart-believed 
fact that only those who are called 
to visit the sacred places can per-
form the trip and this call is re-
sponded to in the glorious repetition 
of the pilgrims sacred chant or Tal-
bya,  “ labyk Allahuma labayk, 
Labyka, la Shareek lak Labayk, 
inna al Hamda wa Al Nimata Laka 
wa Al Mulk la Shareeka lak”  
Here I am at Your Service O Lord, 
Here I am. Here I am. There is no 
partner to You. 

Truly the praise and favor is Yours, 
and the dominion. 
 There is no partner to You.  
Fifth, The promise that the pilgrims 
were given that their wrong deeds 
and sins will be all forgiven after the 
day of Arafat, where all pilgrims 
gather on the land surrounding 
Arafat mountain for a day of 
prayers and supplication to Allah. 
Pilgrims are promised to be rejuve-
nated as if they were born anew. 
Undoubtedly, such hope of a fresh 
life allows the Muslim to be a better 
person looking at himself and oth-
ers with a fresh eye. This chance of 
a new beginning sends the pilgrims 
back to their countries knowing that 
the Mercy of their Creator is unlim-
ited and that they can always be 
forgiven if they return to the right 
path.     
All the above make such trip a sig-
nificant landmark in the life of every 
Muslim. Therefore, Hajj becomes 
an experience which attributes and 
spiritual values remain beyond ex-
planation. No matter how tiresome, 
expensive or difficult it gets, gen-
eration after generation of Muslims 
will always long to be summoned to 
the sacred land to blend in the pa-
rade of faith and submission.          
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The hajj of December 1975 was an 
unforgettable event in my life.  
 
My father had just started a job in 
Saudi Arabia had decided to take his 
wife and young children for hajj. It 
was afternoon and hajis were stoning 
the Satan, which in the '70s was a 
very narrow space with two-way pe-
destrian traffic. My father suddenly 
grabbed us and moved towards a 
mountain, trying to make his way 
through a million people. My mom 
was holding my hand and my sister's 
hand tightly and my father held our 
brother on his shoulder.  Once we 
made it up the mountain things be-
came clear: There was black smoke 
everywhere and every minute a huge 
ball of fire used to reach the sky with 
deafening sounds. Down below, peo-

ple were running, screaming for help.  
 
We stayed close to our mom and 
looked around helplessly, while Dad 
left us to find out the cause of fire as 
well to get us something to eat. We 
came to know that a lady in one of the 
thousands of Iranian camps had 
turned on propane gas and had then 
gone to the tent next door to get a 
lighter. When she lit the burner, the 
whole camp exploded and triggered 
unstoppable blasts into the night, kill-
ing 200 pilgrims. 
 
At that time propane gas tanks were 
commonly used by hajis for cooking; 
after this disaster, they were prohib-
ited.  Since it was the first time that 
this unimaginable destruction hap-
pened, nobody was well-equipped to 

deal with the situation. I still remem-
ber that the authorities dug mass 
graves, dumped the bodies in with 
bulldozers and closed the graves.  
 
Since then, the Saudi government 
prohibited all kind of stoves and cook-
ing during hajj and provides free food 
to hajis on day of Arafat. Arafat, Mina, 
Muzdalfa and Makkah all have been 
developed a lot since then and per-
forming hajj nowadays is quite easy 
and luxurious.  
 
 

 

Memories of Haj j  

By Mubeena Naeem, Latham 

By Haider Ali Nazeer, North Greenbush 

  I remember the day my parents 
asked me in the winter of 2005 if I 
was ready to travel with them for Hajj 
in December 2006. I was a sopho-
more at RPI at that time. I realized 
what a monumental trip I was em-
barking on, one that would require my 
utmost concentration.  
 
The moment we touched down in Me-
dina, my apprehensions dissolved. I 
felt peaceful and calm. I can still re-
member our very first night in Medina. 
As we walked out from our hotel into 
the cool crisp air, the sight of Masjid-
Al-Nabawi took my breath away. 
Never in my life had I ever seen a 
masjid so beautiful. It glowed under 
the pale moonlight and was truly a 
spectacle to behold.  

One other moment sticks out in my 
mind even more clearly: the first time I 
laid eyes upon the Kaaba. Never in 
my life had I seen something so ma-
jestic, yet simple. The simple geomet-
ric shape of a cube, unassuming, yet 
the history behind it and what it repre-
sented to the Islamic faith as well as 
to the masses of people circling it 
kept me fixated, mesmerized. This 
very moment when I was at the center 
of the Islamic universe is when I felt 
closest to Allah, my heart felt encom-
passed by the love of Allah and is 
truly the most special moment of Hajj. 
 
Coming back from Hajj, your heart 
yearns for Allah. But unfortunately as 
time has passed, I have felt the magic 
of hajj slowly starting to wear off. 

However, at moments when I feel 
weak, swaying in my decisions, I 
close my eyes and think back to those 
special moments of Hajj. I think back 
to that cool, crisp night when I first  
set eyes upon Masjid-Al-Nabawi, I 
think back to that day when I stood at 
the center of our faith (Kaaba��� These 
moments guide me back onto the 
righteous pathway, and will forever be 
there for me.  �
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Celebrating Is lamic Festivals 
By ICCD weekend School students 

 Eid Al- Adha 
By Lamya Elgaouni 

 
 Eid al-Adha is a Muslim festival that 
basically means “feast of the sacrifice”. 
Eid al- Adha takes place on the 10th 
day of Dhul Hijja, the twelfth month of 
the Islamic lunar calendar. 
People usually do Hajj, or pilgrimage to 
the holy city of Mecca, in this month. 
The people who can’t afford to go usu-
ally visit family, friends, and graves of 
their passed away relatives. Eid al-
Adha  isn’t only about gifts though. It 
commemorates the willingness of the 
prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his son 
Ismail at the command of the almighty 
Allah (SWT). So, this holiday is a day 
for giving and sharing.  
The story of Ibrahim and Ismail goes 
like this. One day, Ibrahim had a 
dream that Allah told him to sacrifice 
his only son, Ismail. Because it was 
the almighty Allah commanding him to 
do this, he agreed right away. When 
Ibrahim told his son that Allah told him 
to do this deed, Ismail did not refuse. 
He simply said to his father do what 
Allah said. So it was settled. Ibrahim 
brought his son to an open area and 
took out his knife. At the exact moment 
Ibrahim was about to sacrifice his son, 
Allah replaced Ismail with a goat. It 
was enough for Allah to know that Ibra-

him was about to sacrifice his son with-
out Ibrahim actually doing it. That is 
what Eid Al- Adha is all about. 
Many Muslims look forward to this 
wonderful holiday. This is one the two 
main Islamic holidays (the other is Eid 
al-Fitr, which follows Ramadan). The 
children enjoy these holidays very 
much because they receive presents 
and money from most of their relatives. 
We celebrate  being a good Muslim! 

 

Eid Al-Fitr 

By Nadia Mirza 

Eid al- Fitr is the day Muslims cele-
brate the end of Ramadan. Eid means 
“celebration "and fitr means “to break 
the fast” so it means all together “ the 
celebration to break the fast”. On the 
three days of Eid Muslims eat sweet 
foods like cookies and my dad’s favor-
ite Eid al- Fitr food is Kuleycha. Kuley-
cha is pastry with dates in the middle. 
They are Iraqi and they are delicious. 
Also on Eid al- Fitr you wear your best 
clothes (new if possible). Eid al- Fitr is 
called the “smaller Eid” compared to 
Eid al- Adha which is called the “bigger 
Eid” which lasts four days. 

When you are in the mosque you pay 

zakat. Zakat is money that goes to 
charity to help Muslims and non Mus-
lims get food . Eid al.Fitr falls on the 
first day of Shawal. 

After the Eid prayer, Muslims go to see 
family and friends and give gifts 
(especially to kids), also Muslims make 
long distance calls to relatives to give 
well wishes for the Holiday. Eid al fitr is 
one of my favorite holidays. 

Thanks and Welcome 

The newsletter team 
thanks the outgoing 
president and board of 
trustees for their work at 
the ICCD and the com-
munity. 

We welcome the new presi-
dent, vice president and board 
of trustees and we look for-
ward to working with them.  



Our question to readers in the fall 2008 issue 
was about the November elections. We said 
there were many issues the presidential candi-
dates faced and asked our readers what their 
platform would be.   
 
Maira Malik , 11th grader at Shaker High School: 
 
He wants to cut taxes for all the people who are NOT 
part of the upper 5 percent of the U.S. population. For 
the people who ARE in the top 5 percent like Oprah Win-
frey or Bill Gates, there will be a tax INCREASE. It is sort 
of like a socialist think..on the verge of Leninist thinking. 
He doesn't support abortions. I don't like that, because 
some people need abortions because the baby might be 
deformed and if they don't abort it the mother can die." 
 
 
 
Hira Nazeer , North Greenbush, 11th grader at Columbia 
High School:  
 
 He wants to pull out of the war as soon as its safe. 
 He wants to get a million hybrid cars on the road by 
2010 and will provide tax breaks for people who buy 
them. He wants a nationalized health care plan. 
 
 
Ayesha Ropri , Latham, 10th grader at Emma Willard 
School: 
 
What I like about Obama: 

Economy: 
 Will provide a tax break for working families, will simplify 
tax filings for middle class Americans, will raise the mini-
mum wage 
Healthcare: 
Making it affordable 
Taxes: 
 Cut taxes for 95 percent of workers and their families 
with a tax cut of $500 for workers or $1,000 for working 
couples. 
Fiscal: 
 Lower federal debt - Under President Bush, the federal 
debt has increased from $5.7 trillion to $8.8 trillion, an 
increase of more than 50 percent. 
Iraq: 
 When the war first started, Obama disagreed with going 
in to Iraq, and therefore under his president ship will 
seek to pull out troops from Iraq. 
What I do not like about Obama: 
Must he pick on our dearest homeland Pakistan? 
 
 
 
Muzaffar H Baig , Clifton Park 
 
The U.S. economy appears to be in a recession. The 
first and foremost priority of the next President, in my 
opinion, should be to tackle the financial crisis facing the 
country. 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 Volume 2, Issue 2 

Readers’ Response to quest ion in last issue 

Reader ’s Response Quest ion 

The annual membership fees of the ICCD has been fro-
zen at $60 for many, many years. Yet, as we all know, 
cost for everything has gone up, including expenses of 
the ICCD which include salaries, utilities, maintenance, 
community events, the cemetery, weekend school and 
other upkeep costs. Additionally, the ICCD subsidizes 

the AnNur School and has taken on the huge project of 
the MCC. In light of everything costing more, do you feel 
annual membership dues should be raised to $100 per 
person? And do you feel there should be lifetime mem-
bership for $1,000?  
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Updates on the Cemetery,  Imam Search and Refugees 
By Samir Salamah 

� Death is the destiny of every living 
thing and certainly every human 
being. Muslims look at this event 
with awe for it is a gate into Akhira. 
Taking care of the deceased is a 
collective responsibility of all Mus-
lims as a community; it is Fard Ki-
fayah, i.e., if some members of the 
community assume the responsibil-
ity, the obligation is fulfilled, but if no 
one fulfills it then all Muslims are 
held accountable. Therefore, the 
community must take this responsi-
bility seriously and some brothers 
and sisters must be trained in the 
essentials of care taking for the de-
ceased and ready to help when 
death occurs.” 
 
The above paragraph opens the 
Operating Regulations for the Use 
of the Muslim Cemetery of the Capi-
tal District, one of the undertakings 
of the Cemetery Committee. The 
committee has nine members repre-
senting all the masajid in the Capital 
Region. The cemetery is located in 
North Greenbush. My father is bur-
ied in this cemetery. In the past 
three years, the committee has 
worked to improve the functionality 
of the cemetery and to repair its 
aesthetic image.  One major issue 
that still plagues the cemetery is its 
access road. For too long, the road 
had received little maintenance, and 
as a result of the recent rains, its 
condition deteriorated significantly. 
We managed to make the road 
passable for the short term needs 
and as of this writing, work has be-
gun to expand and repair the condi-

tion of the road in a more funda-
mental way.  
 
The remaining land gives the ceme-
tery approximately another five 
years of use. The committee is  con-
sidering other alternatives for the 
future of the Muslim cemetery:  land 
in Duanesburg is being surveyed 
and tested as a possible alternative. 
Another possibility is the lease of a 
parcel of land in an existing private 
cemetery. At the moment, the ceme-
tery account has less than $1,000. 
The average monthly upkeep of the 
cemetery property is $220. The esti-
mated cost to repair the access 
road is $5,000. The only source of 
funding is the generosity of the com-
munity. Families do not pay for the 
use of the cemetery, but they are 
responsible for the graves of their 
loved ones.  
 
Another committee that is presently 
under the spotlight is the Imam 
Search Committee (ISC). Since 
Sheikh Ahmed Kobeisy left us, the 
committee has pursued the search 
for a replacement. The role of the 
Imam is of utmost importance to not 
only ICCD, but to the entire Capital 
Region. The ISC, made up of seven 
members representing our diverse 
community, has established a rigor-
ous set of criteria against which 
each  candidate is measured. The 
attempt is to quantify in an unbiased 
fashion the qualifications of pro-
spective Imams vis-à-vis the specific 
requirements of our community. We 
have pursued several avenues to 
invite qualified candidates: from ad-

vertising in Islamic magazines to 
personal contacts in other communi-
ties to requests to Muslim Seminar-
ies. So far we have considered 13 
potential candidates of whom three 
were invited to visit our community. 
In November we are expecting a 
new candidate. 
 
Lastly our community is being 
tested with challenges that result 
from our growth and visible role in 
the society at large.  One of these 
tests emanates from the arrival of 
many needy immigrants, particularly 
from Iraq. Please take advantage of 
this opportunity to please Allah by 
helping our brothers and sisters who 
are in desperate need and have 
suffered unimaginable pains. Our 
ICCD community has so far lived up 
to the challenge but the test is only 
going to get harder with the arrival 
of yet more immigrants. (See Zainab 
Chaudhry's article in this newslet-
ter.)  
 
Samir Salamah of Niskayuna serves 
on the ICCD Board of Trustees.   
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Looking Back at My Time in Uganda  
By Rustum Nyquist 
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Fundraising dinner 2009   
 
The ICCD's annual fundraiser will be held after salatul 
maghrib at 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at the ICCD. The 
guest speaker is Mufti Anwar Nafe Muhaimin, director of 
the Quba Institute in Philadelphia. All are requested to 
attend and support the event.  
 
Eid Al-Adha  
 
Eid Al-Adha will be celebrated at 
the ICCD on Monday, Dec. 8 as 
per ISNA's announcement of the 
Fiqh Council. Eid prayers will be 
held at the ICCD at 8, 9:30 and 
11 a.m. A community lunch will 
be held at 1 p.m. the same day.  
An Eid carnival event for the community will be held 2 to 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13, at the Armory at RPI, and 
will feature Bouncy Bounce, games, face painting, 
henna booths, arts and crafts.  
 
First screening of documentary  
 
"Waiting for Mercy," a documentary by Albany filmmaker 
Ellie Berstein, will be shown at the ICCD at 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 14. It is about Yassin Aref and 
Mohammad Hossain, the Albany Muslims who were 
charged with terrorism in an FBI sting. Everyone is in-
vited to see the film, offer feedback and support to the 
filmmaker. She is raising funds and hopes to distribute 
the film to schools, universities, film festivals and televi-
sion stations both locally and nationally. The film will 
have its official premiere at the Madison Theater in Al-

bany on Jan. 15.  
 
Health seminar  
 
A two-part seminar on diabetes will be held Jan. 17 and 
24  starting at 10:30 a.m. both days. Taslim Rasheed, 
R.N., is the instructor.  
 
Community meetings  
 
A fundraising event will be held at 5 p.m. Jan. 17. Guest 
imam is Imam Siraj Wahaj of New York City. Money 
raised will go to the House of Forgiveness in Albany, 
which hopes to have social programs in place to help 
Muslims released from jail as they adjust to their new 
lives.  
 
A community meeting will be held at 5 p.m. Jan. 24. It 
will be followed by a talk on Islamic wills by Nisar 
Fazlani, Esq.  
 
A community meeting will be held Feb. 21. It will be fol-
lowed by a talk and slide show by photojournalist Con-
nie Frisbee Houde, who has photographed people in 
many countries, including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Egypt 
and Jordan.  
 
Muslim Community Center  
 
Help build a Mussallah one brick at a time, buy a prayer 
spot for yourself, family members, or your loved ones by 
donating $1000 
For more information go to our secure website 
www.iccdny.org/donations 

Several Iraqi refugee families are expected in the Capi-
tal Region shortly. To help them start a new life here, we 
request donations of basic  furniture (beds, mattresses, 
dressers, dining room furniture, clean sofa and 
couches), brand new blankets and comforters, cutlery, 
silverware and dinner sets. Also, please consider donat-

ing cars in good running condition for refugees. Mone-
tary donations are welcome. Please make check out to 
ICCD and write "Iraqi refugees" in the memo line. 
Please contact Mussarat Chaudhry, 372-1663. 

Donations needed for  I raqi refugee  fami l ies  
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Corrections:  
Mubeena Naeem's last name was incorrect in a readers 
response. We regret the error. 
 
RECOVERING 
Suhail Sial, son of ICCD custodian Mohammad Afzal Sial 
and his wife, is home. He had been in the ICU at Albany 
Med following an accident in Albany in early August, and 
then at Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital in Schenectady.  
Nadia Ibrahim of Schenectady is home following her hip 
replacement at St. Peter's Hospital. 
May Allah give shifa to them and to all sick people. 
ameen. 
  

DEATHS 
The sister of Muwaheb Moussa of north Greenbush 
passed away in summer in Egypt. 
Dr. Afzal Ghuman of Colonie and Lake George passed 
away in September (Ramadan).  
The brother of Jesmin Siddiqua of North Greenbush 
passed away in September (Ramadan) in Bangladesh. 
The mother of Dr M. Asad Amir of Menands passed away 
in September (Ramadan) in Pakistan. 
The mother of Samina Mian of Loudonville passed away 
in Long Island in October. 
The father of Afza Mirza of Loudonville passed away in 
New Jersey in October. 
Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi rajeeoon.  
 
WEDDINGS 
Kiran A. Fateh of Catskill and Faiz Ali 
of Pennsylvania were married in June 
in Harrisburg, Pa. 
 
May Allah bless the new couple with much happiness to-
gether. ameen. 
 
New baby  
Shamshad and Kishwar Ahmed of Albany 
are the grandparents of Ibrahim. 
 
ISNA Scholarship  
Nida Saleem of Latham is an ISNA fellow working toward 
her Master's in Public Administration at Marist College, 

Poughkeepsie. ISNA will pay  tuition. She is writing a grant 
to fund a project to work with Somali refugees across the 
country and will also help with fundraising efforts for the 
MCC. 
 
Donations received for eid  
We received $3,360 and distributed gift cards for $25 - 
$50 among 60 children and youth ages 1 to 21 years.   
A lady in the community also donated 
toys for young children which we gave 
to kids in the appropriate age group. 
May Allah bless the people who do-
nated so generously and bless their 
families as well. You helped make it an 
exciting event for the less fortunate. 
Jazak allah Khairan. 
 
Volunteers needed   
Committees are being formed for upkeep 
of the masjid and the library. We need 8 
to 10 men and women for two to three 
hours a month to help organize items 
and books. Please call Maliha Nazeer, 
477-8544, or Humera Khan, 370-3849.  

 

Annual Quran memorization contest winners  
The following are winners of this 
year's contest held in Ramadan: 
Level 1:  

First prize winner : Taha Abdul haq. 
Level 2:   
First prize: Ridhwan El-Sebkhaoui 
Second prize: Iman Abdul Haq 
Thrid prize: Maymunah Sarujamohaden 
Forth prize (tie): Hussein El-Fayoumy, Fatma Mohl, and 
Iman Khan 
Fifth Prize: Saima Fatma 
 
Share your news       
To contribute a community item, call Zohra Ahmed, 462-
3571, or e-mail the announcement to: newslet-
ter@iccdny.org. 
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The Resett lement of I raqi  Refugees in Albany  
 
By Zainab Chaudhry 

For the past year, a steady stream of 
about 55 refugees from Iraq have been 
arriving in Albany: A widow whose hus-
band was killed in Iraq, here with her 
four sons. A sick, elderly woman and 
her daughter, alone here without any 
male relatives. A man who was the only 
survivor in a suicide bomber’s attack on 
a van in which he was a passenger, 
here with his wife and five young chil-
dren. A brave young man, the target of 
a brutal attack, shot 12 times at close 
range and left for dead, who left behind 
a widowed mother in Iraq in order to 
save his own life. A family whose eldest 
son was kidnapped and tortured for 
days, released only after they paid their 
entire life savings – over $100,000 – as 
ransom for his life. These are not anec-
dotes of far-away people we do not 
know.  They are the true stories of 
some of our brothers and sisters – all of 
whom I personally know – now taking 
refuge in our area from the horrors they 
have faced and witnessed.  We must 
do what we can to help them build new, 
safe, comfortable lives in our commu-
nity. 
The majority of Iraqis are well-educated 
middle-class people. They are doctors, 
business owners, engineers, machin-
ists, jewelers, carpenters, computer 
scientists and students. Many of them 
speak English. Unlike many refugees 
from other parts of the world, they did 
not grow up living in huts or camps. 
They were residents of a once modern 
city and an ancient civilization center.  
The ravages of rifles, bombs, and artil-
lery have driven these people from their 
homes and families.  Most of them 
have lost everything and are now living 
in poverty in our own backyard.  They 
have been made refugees by an unjust 
war, a man-made disaster that all of us 
indirectly supported with our tax dol-
lars.  Yet, despite all they have suf-
fered, I never cease to be amazed by 
their kindness, generosity, and vibrant 

hope. 
The logistics of the refugees’ resettle-
ment is facilitated by a non-profit or-
ganization that contracts with the U.S. 
government to provide refugee ser-
vices.  Unfortunately, the agency is 
plagued by mismanagement and disor-
ganization, leading to a very poor qual-
ity of service and support.  The families 
are primarily placed in old, decrepit flats 
in the poorer, inner-city neighborhoods 
of Albany. The furnishings provided 
constitute hodge-podge collections, 
refurbished mattresses, and discarded 
pieces salvaged from the trash. They 
are supported financially with food 
stamps, rental payments, and some 
cash assistance for only the first few 
months, if that. After that, there is no 
more assistance and they have to inde-
pendently qualify for other social ser-
vices.  At that point, they also need to 
start paying back the airfare paid for 
them to travel here by the International 
Office of Migration – for a large family, 
that can mean starting life here with a 
debt of several thousands of dollars. 
In many cases, the flats and furniture 
are not adequately arranged by the 
refugee organization so a meager num-
ber of dedicated women and men have 
been stepping in to find and provide 
these basic necessities.  This same 
small number of volunteers have been 
also trying to provide other types of 
support for these families, including: 
driving them to doctors’ appointments, 
taking them grocery shopping, helping 
them understand and pay bills, looking 
for jobs, providing social contact and 
interaction with the Muslim community, 
and just generally navigating all the 
intricacies of their new life here.  How-
ever, as the number swells – many 
more are expected next year – we need 
more help and resources to continue to 
provide the necessary support. 
If not for the grace and bounty of Allah 
(SWT), we might be in their situation.  

But we have been blessed with re���
��$����������� comfortable, and safe 
lives.  We must help give the Iraqi refu-
gees that same chance.  In some small 
way, we are all responsible for their 
situation.  If each of us does not step 
up and ask ourselves how we can help 
our brothers and sisters in need, how 
will we face Allah (SWT) on the Day of 
Judgment and with what excuse? Allah 
(SWT) has given this community the 
chance to serve his creation, so let’s 
make sure we all take advantage of this 
opportunity.     
If your heart has been moved to have 
compassion for their plight and be 
stirred to action, you may help out in 
many different ways.  We need volun-
teers to “adopt” families for weekly vis-
its, and drivers and translators for ap-
pointments and phone calls. We also 
need leads on any good jobs, apart-
ments and used cars, and people who 
can dedicate time to tutor Iraqi children 
in their school subjects. I also ask com-
munity members to please take the 
extra effort to remember to include the 
Iraqi families in their visits and social 
events – this is very important for their 
integration into the fabric of the commu-
nity.  Of course, monetary donations 
are always needed and can be made 
payable to ICCD, and please write 
“Iraqi Refugees” on the memo line.  For 
any questions, or to volunteer your time 
or services, please contact Sr. Zainab 
at (518)-210-8456. 
 
    JazakumAllahukhayran for all of your 
support. 



�

Dr. Durdana Mehtabdin 
 

Guilderland Family Practice  
 

2022 Western Ave. 
Albany, N.Y. 12203 

(518)464-9000 

�

Amina's Bangla Bazzar  
21 Central Ave., Albany  

(518)434-1111 
fresh halal meats and  

ethnic groceries 
chicken legs, $1.10 a lb. 

Zebra basmati rice, $16.99 for 10 
lbs. bag  

 

Naaz Foods Inc .�
�

2193 Central Ave., Schenectady  
 

(518)374-8002  
 

Under new management 
Halal meats and cold cuts 

 

To place an ad please contact Sr. Maliha Nazeer at 518-477-8544 

or e-mail newsletter@iccdny.org 

C o m i n g  s o o n !   
 
 

T a n d o o r i  R e s ta u r a n t  
 
 

P a k i s t a n i - I n d i a n  c u i s i n e   
 
 

8  W o l f  R o a d ,  A l b a n y    

Alex Mohamed  
 

Licensed Associate  
Prudential Manor Homes  

 

1745 Route 9 
Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065  
(518)371-8040 (office)  

(518)466-4403 (ce�����

Zia's Pizza and Deli  

 
Pasta, wings, subs, wraps 

 

98 Wolf Road,  Colonie  

(518)459-9292  
 

1351 Route 9, Castleton 
(518)732-1300 
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Heart Talk 

�
�
The views expressed in the newsletter articles are those of 
the writers and are not necessarily shared by the I CCD board 
of trustees, members and/or the newsletter team.  
 
To submit community announcements or to offer sugge stions 
and comments, please e-mail:  

newsletter@iccdny.org  

Call Sr. Zohra Ahmed , 462-3671 

�

21 Lansing Road North 
Schenectady, NY 12304 
 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

I s l am i c  C e n t e r  o f  t he  
C a p i t a l  D i s t r i c t  

Qur’an  

 

“Allah has not sent down any authority 
for them [in his revelation]. 

Judgement belongs to none but Allah. 

He has commanded that you worship 
none but Him. 

That is the upright [way of] religion, 
but most people know not.” [12:40] 

 

 

 

 

The prophet, sallallahu alayhe wa 
salam, said thrice: “should I inform 
you about the greatest of the great 
sins? They said, yes , O Allah’s Apos-
tle! He said, to join Others in worship 
with Allah and to be undutiful to one’s 
parents’ . He then sat up after he had 
been reclining (on a pillow0 and said, 
‘and I warn you against giving a false 
witness,' and he kept on saying that 
warning till we thought he would not 
stop.” (Bukhari) 

 

“Live as long as you may, for verily 
you must die. Love whoever you wish, 
for one day you shall taste its separa-
tion. And do what you will, you will be 
rewarded accordingly.”  

 -Imam Al– Ghazali 

“You are in a time whose scholars are 
many, and its speakers are few. After 
you will come a time whose scholars 
are few, and whose speakers are 
many 

 -A.Ibn Masoud 

Hadeeth Notable Quotes 

Phone: 518-370-2664 
 
Fax: 518-370-2686 
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